
Thousands 
visit port 
open days

Nearly 18,000 people took the 
opportunity to get behind Ports of 
Auckland’s iconic Red Fence as the 
gates were thrown open for Auckland 
Anniversary weekend.

For the first time a commercial wharf 
was opened to the public for ‘SeePort 
2014’. Port-related displays, tours and 
free family entertainment took the place 
of cars, trucks and heavy machinery on 
the busy Captain Cook wharf.

“It was great to be able to open our 
doors to Aucklanders and share our 

wonderful port,” said Matt Ball, Ports  
of Auckland Head of Communications.

“It was so much fun, we’re going to 
do it again. 24 – 26 January 2015 will 
see a bigger and better SeePort as we 
celebrate the 175th anniversary of both 
the port and the city. We hope to see 
you there,” he added.

Another fantastic fun run
Perfect weather and around 35,000 
registered participants made for a 
fantastic 42nd Ports of Auckland 
Round the Bays fun run on Sunday 
09 March 2014.

Tony Gibson, CEO of Ports 
of Auckland, completed the 8.4 
kilometres along with fellow team 
members, “We had over 650 staff 
and families join in the run and after 
event festivities. It was incredible to 
join Aucklanders and support the 
seven event charities.”

This year, $150,000 will help 
fund various projects for the seven 
event charities – Radio Lollipop, The 
Hearing House, Crohn’s and Colitis 
New Zealand, Auckland Cystic 
Fibrosis Branch, Raukatauri Music 
Therapy Trust, Lifeline (Kidsline),  
and Fairfax First Books.

Join us on Facebook
Wonder what’s new at the Ports? 
Want to view images or videos  
of all things port? Join our  
Facebook page. Simply visit  
www.facebook.com/AKLPort  
and hit the “Like” button on the  
top. We hope to see you there!

Public Feedback Hotline
Being a city port is a huge 
responsibility for the Ports.  
We welcome feedback from our 
community. To share your feedback 
with us, please contact our  
24 hour public feedback hotline:  
+64 9 348 5274 or email  
feedback@poal.co.nz 

Send your comments on Rapport 
to rapport@poal.co.nz. 

In brief

A unique container set off on a journey 
around the world last month. Dubbed 
‘ArtBoxNZ’, the container is emblazoned 
with artwork from two well-known Kiwi 
street artists, Askew One and Trust Me.

The work was commissioned by Ports 
of Auckland and Maersk Line and the 
container was painted at SeePort 2014.  
Its first cargo was Whitianga mussels en 
route to New York.

You can follow its progress by 
entering the container number 
(MNBU3380910) in the ‘Track 
Shipment’ field at maerskline.com.

If you see the container, take a picture 
and share it via social media using the 
hashtags #ArtBoxNZ, #MaerskLine  
and #PortsofAuckland

Ports of Auckland recorded a big jump in its half-year profit, up 70% on last year.
That’s good news because the port is 100% council-owned and dividends are 

used for the benefit of Auckland ratepayers.
The half-year dividend of $20.94m compares to $11.56m for the same period 

last year.
CEO Tony Gibson said “Our productivity has improved since we started 

restructuring in 2011. As we delivered more of what our customers want, they’ve 
rewarded us with more business.”

Record efficiency attracted more customers, lifting freight volumes across the 
port. Containers were up 15.1%, non-containerised cargo was up 41.9% and car 
numbers were up 29.3%.

“Looking ahead, we are focussing on developing our leaders, increasing 
opportunities for women, particularly in operational and management roles, and 
investing for the future,” he added.

Ports of Auckland recently announced it was buying a big new tug to handle 
bigger ships, and six new straddle carriers to cope with rising container numbers.

Port profit 
up 70%

Art Container embarks 
on round the world 
voyage 
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For more information 
about Ports of Auckland, 
visit www.poal.co.nz,  
email info@poal.co.nz or 
phone 09 348 5200.
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